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Emancipation Proclamation
I believe the Emancipation Proclamation was more important for its symbolic value rather than its proposed actions. The Emancipation Proclamation, which was issued by President Lincoln on January 1, 1863, was an enduring symbol of equality and social justice. The proclamation freed slaves in rebel states and allowed for freed slaves to join the Union Army (Foner, 2011). The document freed all slaves in the states that engaged in rebellion against the Union. The document applied only to the slaves in the Confederacy, not to those in the Border States (Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri) that remained loyal to the Union (Foner, 2011). 
I believe that the document had a little actual effect on freeing any of the nation's slaves because the decree applied only to the territory outside the realm of Lincoln's control. The document had enormous symbolic power and value as it announced freedom for the slaves. The document also preserved the Union. I believe that the proclamation didn't destroy the institution of slavery and did not free any slaves; rather, its symbolic value was very significant as it symbolized equality and social justice. Therefore, the document's symbolic value was more important than its proposed actions. 
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